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(26.9%). Overall, MPRs were 0.58 for long-acting beta-agonists
(LABA); 0.61 for ipratropium+short-acting beta-agonist; 0.63
for ipratropium; 0.63 for inhaled corticosteroids (ICS); and 0.90
for theophylline (THEO). There were similar results in stratiﬁed
analyses by disease group with lowest MPRs for LABA and
highest for THEO. For ICS users, factors associated with MPRs
>= 0.75 were: higher proportion of prescriptions through mail
order, Caucasians, and ED visit or hospitalization in the baseline
period. For LABA users, in addition to the factors for ICS users,
specialist provider visits were associated with high MPRs. CON-
CLUSIONS: Patients had higher levels of adherence for oral
medications than for inhaled medications. Higher adherence
rates were associated with serious events and greater use of mail
order. Thus, route of administration, disease and health system
factors all appear to inﬂuence adherence to chronic respiratory
medications.
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OBJECTIVE: This study examines the predictors of patient per-
sistency for major drug categories related to the treatment of
Asthma and COPD. METHODS: The study design was retro-
spective covering the 12-month, longitudinal period (October
2003–September 2004). It included analysis of electronic
CMS1500 claims for 26,152 unique patients (HIPAA compli-
ant). Patients’ medication was assessed through NCPDP elec-
tronic claims utilizing NDC codes and drug classes. Treatment
persistency was identiﬁed and compared across drugs in each
disease group. Analysis included calculations of descriptive sta-
tistics and regression modeling. RESULTS: On average, COPD
patients are more persistent then asthma patients. In particular,
the persistency of COPD patients taking Advair, Combivent,
Flovent and Pulmicort was higher then those patients diagnosed
with asthma, respectively by 13.5%, 34.3%, 25.8% and 34.6%
(P < 0.05). The age of patients is one of the most important pre-
dictors of a patients’ persistency. For example, the likelihood of
reﬁlling a long-acting bronchodilator (LABA) prescription for
asthma in patients age 18 years and older is 1.51 times higher
(p < 0.05) than for those patients who are in the age category
17 years and younger. For both, asthma and COPD, there is a
strong relationship between therapeutic class of drugs and per-
sistency. The highest persistency of asthma patients was identi-
ﬁed for those who use xanthines, and the lowest for those who
take oral beta-blockers (1.89 times difference, P < 0.05). COPD
patients were more persistent in their use of xanthines and had
their lowest persistency on inhaled corticosteroids (1.66 times
difference, P < 0.05). Logistic regression models were created to
quantify the relationship between annual average lengths of
treatment and predictors. CONCLUSIONS: There is a signiﬁ-
cant difference between drug persistency for patients with
asthma and COPD even when controlling for the same medica-
tion. Adjusted for diagnosis, the major predictors of patient 
persistency appeared to be patient’s age and therapeutic drug 
category.
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OBJECTIVE: To establish the need to include designated 
community (private) pharmacies/pharmacists in the Lagos State
DOTS programme for effective control of Tuberculosis.
METHOD: A cross sectional descriptive study involving the 
use of semi structured questionnaires administered to a random
sample of an estimated population(150) of community pharma-
cists in Lagos State of Nigeria. Data was analysed by use of SPSS
12. RESULTS: The results show that: 86.8% of respondents
stocked anti-TB drugs; 67.2% of them had dispensed these drugs
at least within the immediate past one month preceding survey;
19.3% of them were patronised daily and 43.3% dispensed
without a doctors prescription. 63.7% of respondents did not
acknowledge that TB drugs were given to patients free of charge
anywhere, 43.4% did not know about DOTS; 89.2% were of
the opinion that community pharmacies would help increase TB
control coverage, 68.1% would accept to render DOTS services
in their pharmacies out of which 15.5% would do that at no
costs. 80.9% of respondents claimed that a pharmacist is on 
duty in their pharmacies throughout open hours; however 
most were not seen until after several visits. 1.4% of the phar-
macists were of the opinion that TB is incurable while 8.3% 
said TB runs in families, however 75.8% reported that most 
HIV patients present with TB co-infection. CONCLUSION:
Designated community pharmacies that meet basic ethical
requirements with regards to environment, facilities, location
and personnel should be accredited to render DOTS services for
effective and efﬁcient grass root TB control, especially in places
like Nigeria where TB is on the increase as a result of HIV 
pandemic. This will improve proper monitoring and patients
compliance by reducing travel time, cost and risk of travel to
clinics, social stigmatisation, waiting time, and generally reduce
the real cost of treatment for patients, with an assured wider 
coverage.
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INTRODUCTION: This study identiﬁes important risk factors,
race and predictors of heart failure (HF) in a chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) Medicaid population, to help inform
plans and better target interventions for COPD disease manage-
ment. METHODS: A retrospective analysis was performed for
all medical claims of Medicaid COPD patients, between January
1, 2001-December, 31, 2003. COPD patients were included if
they had at least one claim with ICD-9 codes 491.xx, 4922.xx,
or 496.xx, in the primary, secondary or tertiary diagnosis. We
used multivariate logistic regression models to evaluate associa-
tions between heart failure and race, adjusting for age, gender,
cardiovascular diseases and risk factors. RESULTS: Total of
13,924 COPD patients, mean age 42. African Americans (OR =
1.25 p = 0.0001 CI 1.12–1.40) were more likely to have HF than
others during their follow up, even after adjusting for age, gender
and clinical risk factors. Patients older than 60 (OR = 5.13 p <
0.0001 CI 4.16–6.32) and those between 40 and 60 (OR = 3.34
p < 0.0001 CI 2.75–4.05) were more likely to have HF than those
younger than 40. Hypertension (OR = 2.30 p < 0.0001 CI
2.02–2.61), diabetes (OR = 2.16 p < 0.0001 CI 1.93–2.42),
obesity (OR = 2.18 p < 0.0001 CI 1.91–2.48), acute myocardial
infarction (OR = 3.09 p < 0.0001 CI 2.56–3.73) and cardiomy-
opathy (OR = 15.76 p < 0.0001 CI 12.95–19.18) were also sig-
niﬁcant predictors of heart failure. Gender and urban residence
